[Three-dimensional image of Adamkiewicz artery detected by using multidetector CT: preoperative assessment of thoraco-abdominal aortic aneurysm].
Images were obtained with the following parameter 0.5 sec/r, 1 mm collimation, pitch 3.5, 120 kV, 300 mA. One hundred ml of contrast material containing 350 mg I/ml was injected with a power injector (dual shot type) into an antecubital vein at a rate of 3.5 ml/sec (70 ml). Then remaining 30 ml and same volume of saline were infused at a rate of 1.5 ml/sec simultaneously. Twenty-five seconds after the injection, scan was performed from the level of L2 to T5 vertebrae. Transverse sections were reconstructed with a 1 mm thickness at 0.7 mm intervals. Imaging was done with multiplanar and curved planar reformations. In case of vertebral deformity, however, 3D images were made to depict the Adamkiewicz artery. In 141 patients, 107 (76%) Adamkiewicz arteries from the interverbral foramen to the hairpin-shaped union with the anterior spinal artery were visualized. Seventy-nine arteries of Adamkiewicz (73%) originated from the left side. Our method is useful for depicting Adamkiewicz artery.